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Vereinigung der Sternfreunde
• Founded in 1953

• Organized as „eingetragener Verein“ (legal framework often used for 
clubs, but e.g. also for the MPG) à quite flexible

• Largest amateur-astronomical society in D-A-CH

• Around 4000 individual members with a huge diversity in 
background

• Also ca. 100 clubs as members à debate about potential expansion 
of an umbrella-like role
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Some things members are 
interested in

• Enjoy astronomy as a hobby

• Communication (real-world conferences, and digital formats)

• Teaching and offers for the general public (e.g. „Astronomietag“, next 
one will be 28.03.2026)

• Publishing

• Do specialized research in areas where amateur astronomy can 
deliver valuable insights



The “Fachgruppen”



With regards to transient 
phenomena…

• „Sternbedeckungen“ à occultations; potential not only for precision 
measurements of asteroid properties, but also stellar parameters

• „Veränderliche“ à variable star observing, sometimes decades-long 
high-precision lightcurves

• „Spektroskopie“ à spectroscopy

• „Astrofotografie“ and also „Visuelle Deep-Sky-Beobachtung“ à 
Photographic and visual observations, e.g. supernova (pre-)discoveries 
can happen

• „Remote-Sternwarten“ à remote operated telescope; wider sky 
coverage, but also expertise in operations



From: Jorstad, S.G., 
Marscher, A.P., Raiteri, 
C.M. et al. Rapid quasi-
periodic oscillations in 
the relativistic jet of BL 
Lacertae. Nature 609, 
265–268 (2022). 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s
41586-022-05038-9

WEBT (Raiteri, Villata et al.) is 
one inspiring example of what 
can be achieved in the 
Pro-Am Domain
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Options to engage with 
VdS

• Of course huge diversity among ca. 4k people

• (Basically) all of them do astronomy as a pastime (different perspective 
than it being a job)

• Many very cordially welcome interaction and the opportunity to be 
involved in professional research

• Good starting point: very concrete idea „what do we need“, and „how 
can it be achieved“ (mainly speaking data-wise)



Options to engage with 
VdS

• Bochumer Herbsttagung (not organized by VdS, but by close colleagues):
08.11.2025 
http://www.boheta.de/fset_start.htm

• Würzburger Frühjahrstagung 
      14.03.2026

https://sternfreunde.de/event/wuerzburger-fruehjahrstagung-2026/

• Forum (German language, but English posts would work)
https://forum.vdsastro.de

• E-Mail: service@sternfreunde.de

• How can we (VdS) make Astro-COLIBRI more well known in „our“ 
community?
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