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The Future Is Degrowth
A Guide to a World beyond Capitalism
by Matthias Schmelzer, Aaron Vansintjan, and Andrea Vetter

Paperback Ebook

Paperback
£1899 £13.29 30% off

320 pages / 28 June 2022 / 9781839765841

Add to cart

We need to break free from the capitalist economy. Degrowth gives
us the tools to bend its bars.

Economic growth isn’t working, and it cannot be made to work. Offering a counter-history of
how economic growth emerged in the context of colonialism, fossil-fueled industrialization,
and capitalist modernity, The Future Is Degrowth argues that the ideclogy of growth conceals
the rising inequalities and ecological destructions associated with capitalism, and points to
desirable alternatives to it.




MOINS

MOINS § rius -

« Un tour de force...
Moins pour plus couvre les

siécles et les continents, les
disciplines académiques,

et relie les événements
anciens et contemporains
de telle facon qu’'on ne
peut lacher ce livre. Tant
de choses doivent changer;
et cependant pour initier
ce changement, il faut
surtout se poser la bonne

question.»

. spmt My

Comment
la décroissance
sauvera le monde

37 66210
ISBN : Y78-2-501-15768- 1

T 2z

S01"157681" | shithes




“An equitable downscaling of production and consumption that increases human well-being and
enhances ecological conditions at the local and global level, in the short and long-term [and

which 1s] offered as a social choice, not imposed as an external imperative for environmental or
other reasons” (Schneider et al., 2010: 512-13)

“a planned reduction of excess energy and resource use in rich nations to bring the economy
back mto balance with the living world, while reducing inequality and improving people’s
access to the resources they need to live long, healthy, flourishing lives™ (Hickel, 2020, Twitier Oct 9),

“a democratically led redistributive downscaling of production and consumption in
industrialised countries as a means to achieve environmental sustainability, social justice and
well-being” (Demaria et al., 2013: 209).

“Degrowth 1s the idea to redesign human wellbeing provisioning systems to reduce
throughput to a level of materials and energy use that the planet can perpetually accommodate
and to redistribute wealth so that everyone, everywhere, can meet their basic needs with dignity,

as a human right” (Wilkins, 2022, p.8, The degrowth opportunity)

“Degrowth 1s a diagnostic and prognostic frame that a community of activists and
researchers mobilizes 1n response to questions of social and environmental justice” (p.2) / “a
planned slowdown to respect planetary boundaries, pursuing wellbeing by a convivial
reclamation of the commons” (Kallis et al., 2022, p.3).




decroissance
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La reduction planifiee et démocratique de
|a production et de la consommation dans
les pays riches, pour réduire les pressions
environnementales et les inégalites, tout
en ameliorant la qualite de vie.
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1992 2015

LS Life satisfaction IN Income poverty DQ Democratic quality
LE Life expectancy EN Access to energy EQ Equality

NU  Nutrition ED Secondary education EM Emplovineat

SA  Sanitation SS Social support oy

Fanning et al., 2021. The social shortfall and ecological overshoot of nations
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empreinte matiere francaise en 2018: 17,1 t/ hab. / an

limite empreinte matiere soutenable: 3-6 t / hab. / an

Possible Target Corvidor for Sustainable Use of Glebal

Material Resources
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Club of Rome:
Limits to Growth

28.6 Gt

1972

COP26 - Glasgow
101.4 Gt

COP21 - Paris
89.9 Gt

Turn of the
millenium

Between Paris
and Glasgow,
more than

half a trillion
tonnes of virgin
materials :
were consumed. .

2000 2015 2021 2050

184 Gt
170 Gt

93 Gt

25 billions
tons per yer

Circularity Gap Report, 2022



La croissance verte comme solution?

e Aucun antécedent historique”

“ Haberl et al., 2020. A systematic review of the evidence on decoupling

o Quel découplage exactement? Carbomania, importations, amplitude, timing

 Ne pas confondre croissance du PIB et PIB
* Doit-on demontrer I'efficacité climatique de la décroissance ?
e Que doit-on découpler au juste ? PiB ou bien-étre

* Un discours de “délai climatique”*

“ Lamb et al., 2020. Discourses of climate delay
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Richest 10 % 49 %
responsible for

almost half of 19%
total lifestyle

consumption 11%
emissions

7%

4%

3%
Poorest 50 %

responsible for 2.5%

only arouqd 10% 20
of total lifestyle

consumption 159
emissions

1%

World populatio'n
arranged by
income (deciles)

Source: Gore & Alestig, 2020, cited in:
Lorek et al., 2021. Equitable 1.5-Degree Lifestyles
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Cumulative overshoot (Gt)
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Hickel et al., 2022. National responsibility for ecological breakdown

1.1 trillion tonnes in cumulative overshoot
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degré d’overshoot
(émissions de GES)

vulnérabilité au
rechauffement climatique

Twitted by Jason Hickel






Figure 2.1: Ranking of happiness 2018-2020 (Part 1)
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Finland (7.842)
Denmark (7.620)
Switzerland (7.571)
Iceland (7.554)
Netherlands (7.464)
Norway (/7.392)
Sweden (7.363)
Luxembourg (7.324)*
New Zealand (7.277)
Austria (7.268)
Australia (7183)
Israel (7157)
Germany (7.155)
Canada (7.103)
Ireland (7.085)
Costa Rica (7.069)"

United Kingdom (7.064)
Czech Republic (6.965)

United States (6.951)
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Malta (6.602)

World Happiness Report, 2021, p.20

$49,041 per capita
$60,908 per capita
$86,601 per capita
$59,260 per capita

$41,791 per capita
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$12,076 per capita

$63,543 per capita

$38,625 per capita
$23,443 per capita
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Implications economiques
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“The answer isn’t degrowth. The answer is abundance,” writes
William Rinehart, senior research fellow at The Center for (Growth
and Opportunity of Utah State University. On its webpage, the
organisation advertises itself as “world-class research” providing
“real-world solutions,” which is tragically ironic since it published
one of the most scientifically ungrounded, starry-eyed pieces I've

read in [...]
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